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House on the conduct of the Foreign Powers, which
Buxton considered the best he had ever made, and
a few months later he published a manifesto on the
whole subject of negro slavery. Shortly afterwards,
however, he was compelled by failing health to resign
the leadership of the cause in Parliament to Buxton,
and his last speech was made in 1824. His death
took place only a few days after the Bill for the
abolition of slavery had passed its second reading
in the House of Commons.
Wilberforce was unfairly criticised by his political
opponents as one who disguised his hatred of demo-
cracy with a smoke-screen of pietism. This was
utterly untrue. He strove against the severe penal
code and the game laws, and took an active part
against child labour in factories. Indeed his whole
life was a repudiation of this odious charge.
Wilberforce was not the first to put forward the
ideal of trusteeship for the backward races, but he
was one of the first to put it into active and vigorous
practice, and it is true to say that he impressed upon
the world a new " tradition of humanity and of re-
sponsibility towards the weak and backward black
peoples, whose fate lay in their hands. And that
tradition has never died." 1 His great achievement
was nothing less than an ethical revolution, which
transformed the moral basis of relations between
Africa and Europe.
1 Wilberforce, p. 510.